SUNY Initiatives for Enhancing Student Retention and Success

Across the System
Recommendations offered to System Administration

By the SUNY Disability Services Council

· System-wide faculty development opportunities sponsored and promoted by System Administration.

· System-wide Distance Learning Accessibility Requirements and Training incorporated into:

·  Overall UDL standards and 

·  Standard web page training associated with the development of all distance learning courses and activities.

· Clearly defined System-wide standards for Library accessibility. Standards should include access to electronic card catalogs, print materials, artwork, and library staff. Accessible hardware/software should be in place and all library staff (including students) should be familiar with their use. Signage directing patrons to accessible carrels, computers, CCTV’s, etc. should be prominently displayed.

· Joint training for Facilities personnel, Disability Services personnel and 504/ADA Compliance Officers, sponsored and promoted by System Administration.  Such a training initiative would include the expectation of participation by  

cross-divisional teams from individual campuses.

· Joint training for University Police or Public Safety personnel, Residential Life staff, Disability Services personnel and 504/ADA Compliance Officers, sponsored and promoted by System Administration.  Such training would include the expectation of participation by cross-divisional teams from individual campuses who would be responsible for developing or refining the ways in which their Emergency Response plans and procedures address the needs of individuals with disabilities.

· In-service training for college’s academic advisors regarding disability-related issues relevant to their advising role with students.

· System-wide licensing or group purchasing of adaptive computer software; System-wide loan closet for expensive computer hardware and adaptive equipment needed on a relatively infrequent basis by most individual campuses.

· Development of a SUNY Book-Share system/database for Alternate Format Reading Materials.

· Adaptive Technology Demonstration and Training Centers at selected regional SUNY campus sites.
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