SUNY DSC Meeting

November, 11, 2005 






Wyndham Syracuse Hotel

Caroline Forsberg:  Update on the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA)
Caroline is the SUNY designated coordinator for NVRA.  She stated that we must follow the August 16, 2005 memo from the SUNY’s Office of Student Affairs.  SUNY ops must participate and it is recommended that community colleges participate as well. Caroline said that the training sessions had clarified the process and how little work it would be.  During the first year, all students were targeted but now, it is only necessary to talk to brand new students.  They must be asked only once and only upon intake.  It works well to put a reminder on the intake form itself.  Caroline stated that failure to follow this protocol is grounds for firing.  Ninety-eight percent of students asked about registering to vote report that they have already registered.  In the cases of those who are not yet registered, it’s usually because they weren’t 18 yet when they were in high school government class.  DSC personnel only need to turn the forms in every week if someone registered.  If there is nothing to report, DSC personnel can send the report once a month.  If the student is turning 18 before December 31, even if they are not 18 at the time of the interview, DSC office must still do the form.  We should be dealing with NYS Board of Elections, not the local board.  Use the preprinted envelope with return address and do not put your own return address on it.   Caroline said that this is SUNY policy and even though she is very opposed, it is our professional responsibility and we MUST do it.  
Other news from Caroline Forsberg:
1.  Her office has changed again and there is currently no supervisor.  

2.  There will be many SUNY-wide meetings this fall.  Examples include: public safety, retention of   people of color, etc.  Caroline said we should do a symposium on retention of people with disabilities. 

3.  There is a new newsletter coming out of her office.

4.  In the spring, Caroline will start visiting campuses; her transportation issues have been resolved.  

Kathy Hoffman asked Caroline about the purpose of her visits to campuses.  Caroline responded that she would take a tour of the disability offices and find out what the concerns are.  She would meet with some students and some staff to find out what their concerns are, etc.  
Bruce Pomeroy asked what the campuses could expect we get out of these visits.  He asked if we would be getting more support, more allocations of money and whether Caroline will be doing a report on what she sees.  Caroline responded that this was not her idea.  She said that she wants to find out what things she can do to better help the disability service providers.  She said that she will write a report about what she found, observed, etc.   Kathy Hoffman stated that many folks run one person offices and their time is very limited.  She suggested that because there are many active consortia across the state, Caroline might consider the group approach and go to consortia meetings, instead of to individual campuses.  

Jean Fairbairn suggested Caroline do a summary of the most prominent issues across SUNY system.  
Starr Knapp, who is very concerned about budgets, asked about the communication of budget information to the campuses.  Caroline said that they’re not getting any information.  Carolyn Boone said that it’s supposed to be part of Mission Review II.  Caroline said – one thing to do as a group is write a letter to Ed Englebright and Peter Salens, the Provost.  The letter should request that every time there’s an Office of Student Affairs meeting or a meeting of Chief Academic Officers (for example) someone should be there representing students with disabilities.  Caroline said that the State Ed. Dept. is interested in what the campuses are saying and wants to know our monetary needs.  They will take our requests to the State legislature, the Board of Regents and the Senate Finance Committee.  
Khaki asked if there been any continued discussion of SUNY purchasing a system wide license for Premier.  Caroline said discussion is ongoing.  She reported that they never heard back from Mary Anne Corsetti about SUNY pricing for Kurzweil, etc.  Kathy Trethaway was going to get back to Mary Anne.

Dave Symonds made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 2005 DSC meeting.  It was seconded and passed without further discussion.

Financial – 
Financial report was distributed.  Michele Fish pointed out that $5.00 of every meeting registration fee goes to the access fund in case we need interpreters, etc.  We have about $6000 in the access fund account.  Our dues are set at a good level to give us padding in case we need it.  Michele said she thinks that we are charging a good amount for meetings, etc.  Michele’s report was followed by applause with a request that she be treasurer for life.  She said, “Not.”
Committee Reports
Professional Growth:

Kathy Hoffman asked who had put in AHEAD proposals.  Several responded that they’d submitted proposals, including five proposals which were submitted from Western NY alone.  Kathy thinks we should support people whose proposals get accepted.  Marianne Savino said that we should also be talking to other folks and other groups which have also called for proposals.  Maybe we should put it on our website?  We MUST get better at talking to other people about what we do; we should not simply be preaching to the choir.  If we see proposals get accepted, could we agree to give some money to help support?  Kathy H. proposed that a committee be formed to propose a structure or a process on how to decide on who gets the money.  
A motion was made (and passed) that there will be a $1000 cap on support for those who are approved to present at conferences.  A second motion was made (and passed) to form a committee to develop a structure/process for awarding the funds.  

No monies will be available until after the June DSC meeting, but funds could be given retroactively.  If interested in committee, contact Bruce Pomeroy or Michele Fish.  
Kathy Hoffman said that she’d received informal feedback from yesterday (our Day 1 sessions).  People seemed to appreciate and enjoy the sessions, especially in the morning.  She suggested that there be an ongoing professional growth session at every meeting.  However, the various sessions should take place in separate rooms due to sound issues.  

Awards committee:

This committee should become active now (this part of year).  There are three awards.  One is for a member of the council, one for someone outside of disability services but on the campus, and one outside of campus.   Let’s try to get more nominations this time than last!
E-Text: 

There will be an Alt-format session in NY next month (December, 2005).  The meeting will by co-sponsored by AHEAD and the National Assoc. of Publishers.  Michele and Khaki will both be there.  The hope is that a ‘white paper’ will come out of these meetings and by next spring the group will be getting into active discussions about what has to be different in the law.  RIGHT now the push is on funding legislation.  

Legislative affairs:
We currently don’t have a chair for this committee.  Khaki said that the real need is people who will come forward to commit to actively work with the State Ed. Dept to make a drive on legislation.  
Software:
Deanna doesn’t really have anything new to report.  Kathy H. said that she will follow up with Mary Anne Corsetti.  Across the board, people seem really happy with the Premier software.  What we were working on earlier may not be needed anymore (State Kurzweil contract, etc.).  Kathy Hoffman reported that Randy Borst wants everyone to understand that Premier doesn’t supercede Zoom Text, Jaws, Dragon Naturally Speaking, etc. 

Old business
ListServe:

Jean Fairbairn said that we need to revisit the list serve.  She said that she hadn’t received any requests from the private colleges to be added to the listserve.  She feels that word hasn’t gotten out to the independents.  Dave Symonds sent the invite to Roger to send to the independents.  Right now the invitation expires 12/31 – should we extend it?  Michele said we should have an associate membership for non-SUNY schools.  She was thinking that perhaps the membership should include access to the list serve and perhaps one voting member representative (from the whole group).  We need a committee to put a proposal together for our June meeting.  
There was a motion proposed and passed to extend the free membership in the listserve offer to independent colleges in New York through June while we develop a plan and amend the constitution.  
A question was raised as to whether this creates enough of a State-wide organization to be a State-wide or regional AHEAD affiliate.  Officers must reflect all contingencies.  Dave will be on the committee.  Contact him if you are interested in joining.  The committee should also include Roger and a couple other people from the privates. Jean Fairbairn will be involved in it too.  

Constitution:

Last year during elections, we discovered that our original constitution doesn’t specify who votes for what in terms of the 2 and 4 year representatives.  The intent was not that way.  We should amend the constitution to state that if a person is from a two year school, he/she should vote for the 2 year rep, etc.  We will add this issue to the other issue that is being looked at with regard to the constitution (see above).  

New business
On Day 1 of our meeting this fall, there was extended discussion at the two year table about housing and dorms.  This topic should be considered for a session in June.  
Is there a program committee for the June meeting?  Bruce and Kathy are sharing program committee.  
Dave Symonds thanked everyone for their participation in the meetings.  There was a round of applause for Bruce Pomeroy for the arrangements he had made.  Bruce said it was a pleasure, that the folks at the hotel were supportive and helpful.  The hotel is taking out and remodeling 500 rooms at a time and they discussed accessibility issues with Bruce.  There is to be a call for nominations for elected offices.  All should think about getting involved or think about nominating someone.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m.
