NYS Disability Services Council
Fall Meeting
November 10, 2009
Albany, NY
Business Meeting
I. Meeting opened by Bruce Pomeroy, President
a. Thanks extended to Kathy Hoffman for pulling together the agenda for the meeting
II. Minutes from June, 2009 meeting
a. Corrections:  III. Change Davis Symonds to David Symonds
b. Motion to accept as corrected: Carolyn Boone; Second: Lisa Whitten
III. Treasurer’s Report
a. NYS DSC Net Worth is approximately $19,000
b. The June 2009 meeting was more expensive than most meetings in the past, but account balances are still ahead of where we were last year at this time.
c. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report: Randy Borst; Second: Carolyn Boone
IV. Committee Reports
a. E-text – Roger Purdy
i. There have been delays in appointments by the legislature to the State Alternate Formats group;
ii. The current members met recently in Albany; the need for training has been identified 
b. Professional Development – Kathy Hoffman
i. Approximately 20 people attended the New Provider training on Nov. 9, 2009
ii. Committee is looking for suggestions for the June 2010 meeting including a keynote speaker
iii. Encouraged more people to get involved in conference planning
c. Legislative – Carolyn Boone
i. VESID wants us to take the lead in promoting the increase to Reader’s Aid funding
1. Carolyn expressed reluctance to move forward because it is felt that it should be VESID’s role to do this and because of the state’s financial situation, it may be for naught
ii. E-text legislation will sunset next year
V. Sector Reports
a. Independent – Jennifer Wrage
i. Sheila Seery from CICU (Council of Independent Colleges and Universities in NYS) attended the meeting and described CICU’s purpose and ways that the Independent Sector may be able to help push legislation through at the state level
ii. Discussed a retreat to help build membership
b. SUNY – Betsy Briggs
i. Noted the shifts in the types of documentation we are seeing, particularly from VESID; may affect students transferring from Community College to 4 year and from one 4 year college to another
1. Noted the lack of consistency across VESID districts and across counselors
ii. Ed Engelbride from Systems Administration addressed the group
1. He issued an invitation for DSC representatives to present to a meeting of VPs of Student Affairs in December
c. CUNY – Sudi Shayesteh
i. CUNY members meet monthly
ii. Current concerns are budget-related
1. VESID’s Readers Aid – cost of interpreters is very high
2. LEEDS program was mentioned; 5 counselors from the LEEDs program have been cut
VI. Old Business
a. Web Accessibility Training took place on October 14
i. Follow-up Webinars are scheduled for December 11, January 11, February 22 and March 18; a flyer is forthcoming
b. New membership category, Emeritus, will be put out to the DSC listserv for a vote
c. There will be an effort to reactivate the Awards that have been given in the past
VII. New Business
a. We have received an invitation from Joe Frey to respond to him with a statement of our concerns / needs.
i. Randy Borst volunteered to chair a Position Paper Writing Committee.  He requested money to cover the expense of hiring a professional to do final editing
ii. After much discussion, Motion: Kathy Hoffman; Second: Sudi Shayesteh
NYS DSC creates a Government Relations Committee to address state and national issues pertinent to its purpose.  With the Creation of the Government Relations Committee, the Legislative Affairs Committee will be dissolved.
iii. Vote: Approved with 1 abstention
iv. Randy Borst and Sudi Shayesteh will co-chair the Government Relations Committee
v. Sectors will each appoint 1 representative to the Committee for a total of 4 members
vi. The committee will ensure a method of communicating with members to assure an opportunity to provide input
vii. Final documents will be approved by membership majority vote
b. Website hosting
i. PDCCNY is in need of permanent site for hosting its website.  They are seeking feedback from DSC on purchasing web hosting service for both the DSC website and any consortia (within NYS) websites 
1. Membership requested that the Finance Committee explore the related costs
2. Input from the membership was requested regarding sources of 3rd party hosting companies; input will be requested via the listserv
VIII. Motion to adjourn: Carolyn Boone; Second: Kristin Kohl

Submitted November 17, 2009 by Sharon Trerise, DSC Secretary
