NYS Disability Services Council
Spring Meeting, June 16, 2010, Canandaigua, NY

Business Meeting

I. Meeting opened by Bruce Pomeroy, President

a. Thanks extended to Kathy Hoffman and planning committee for organizing the conference
II. Minutes from November, 2009 meeting

a. Motion to accept: Dave Symonds; Second: Carolyn Boone
III. Treasurer’s Report – Michele Fish
a. NYS DSC account balance is approximately $26,000 after conference expenses (minus cost of producing  the PPT for the preconference workshop)
b. Account balance is approximately $3,200 ahead of this time last year.

c. Discussion about credit card fees = $500

i. These are fees associated with processing credit card memberships

d. Current membership = 196 members; a reduction of 18 from last year

e. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report: Dave Symonds; Second: Carolyn Boone

IV. Committee Reports

a. State Rehab Council / VESID: Kathy Hoffman

i. Most of the information was provided earlier by Rich Strohl from VESID

ii. VESID will be become part of Adult Education & Workforce Development 

iii. VESID proposed a funding increase for Reader’s Aid, however in April 2010 the allocation was cut to $300/semester

iv. The informal survey that Kathy did via email earlier in the spring was used by VESID to help establish the new textbook funding level of $250/semester

b. Professional Development – Kathy Hoffman

i. An informal vote was taken asking how many people would be able to travel to a November meeting.  The majority responded yes.

ii. The New Provider Training Manual is being updated.  Members will contact Kathy if they can contribute or be a reader.
c. E-text – Roger Purdy

i. The Chapter 219 Committee met twice, Fall ’09 and March ‘10
1. Training was discussed; a survey is needed to determine what type is needed

2. Vendors were discussed (AccessText, Bookshare); AccessText is the preferred vendor for the state; “recommended” as well as required textbooks are now covered under the AccessText contract

3. Rental textbooks and ownership interest were discussed

ii. No progress on Reauthorization

d. Government Relations Committee: no report
e. Awards Committee – Kathy Hoffman

i. Requested nominations for recognizing members at the November meeting

ii. Suggested some type of monetary award such as waiving the meeting registration fee

iii. Donna Roger volunteered to help reactivate the committee

V. Motion for DSC to make a contribution to the Multiple Sclerosis Society in memoriam of Jack, Khaki Wunderlich’s husband

VI. Elections

a. Nominations for NYS DSC President Elect (Paula Perez) and Secretary (Sharon Trerise) were accepted.

b. Nominations for Independent Sector Chair (Roxie McCarty ) and Co-Chair (Lynn Waldman)

c. Nominations for SUNY Sector at large position (Linda Weinberg)

d. No nominations for CUNY sector

e. Move to close nominations: Carolyn Boone

VII. Membership categories

a. Emeritus status membership category will be created.  A revised motion will be send to membership for vote via email.

VIII. Sector Reports

a. Independent – Roxie McCarty
i. Chair person position is a 3 year term
ii. To encourage more input from membership, nominations will take place at Spring / Fall DSC meetings rather than using the April deadline 

iii. Discussion: need for high school standards so students learn more about assistive technology before entering college

b. SUNY
i. Surveys are being conducted to:  1. determine what assistive technology is being used to determine whether group discount purchasing agreements would be beneficial and 2. To determine what e-texts are being ordered by colleges to determine whether establishing a state repository would be helpful
ii. Membership expressed disappointment in the lack of language in the SUNY Strategic Plan specifically addressing the needs of student with disabilities

c. CUNY – Mavis Hall
i. CUNY members meet monthly

ii. LEEDS program is ending due to lack of funding
iii. The Student Disability Group has an active membership focused primarily on advocacy

iv. Hunter College won an NSF grant to increase of awareness of students with disabilities regarding the STEM majors
v. A Disability Mentoring Day is held to connect students with a mentor in a similar area of study

IX. Old Business

a. Financial Planning Committee – Michele Fish provided a summary

i. A fee structure for vendors has been put in place; vendors are sponsoring the wine and cheese reception at the June 2010 meeting

ii. Michele will send out the Summary report and invite comments

iii. Proposes to move the website to a third party vendor and DSC will cover the web hosting ($3.45/month) & domain name fees ($35/year); gives us the ability to accept credit card orders online

1. No opposing comments were offered

b. Web Accessibility Training and Webinars were completed; Sharon Trerise will send information to the membership regarding archives of the webinars
X. New Business

a. Recognition of Dave Symonds, SUNY Morrisville, for receiving the Chancellor’s Award for ’09-‘10

b. Kateri Henkel posed question: as a statewide organization, can we interact with statewide or national faculty organizations about teaching Students with Disabilities?

i. Discussion about current opportunities: Association for Centers for Teaching & Learning & Assessment, Successful Teaching Conferences, Center for Excellence in Learning and Teaching

ii. Interest in educating administration as well as faculty about what we do

iii. There is some money available through NYSDSC for assisting with expenses associated with presenting at conferences for other groups

iv. Suggestion to see about creating a track at the NYS College Learning Skills Association conference for teaching students with disabilities

XI. Coronation: passing of the tiara from Bruce Pomeroy (outgoing President) to Jennifer Wrage (incoming President)

XII. Motion to adjourn: Dave Symonds
Submitted June 28, 2010 by Sharon Trerise, DSC Secretary
