NYS DISABILITY SERVICES COUNCIL

SPRING MEETING

June 18, 2009
Canandaigua, NY
Business Meeting
I. Announcements from Roger Purdy, Outgoing President

· Cornell DBTAC has offered to sponsor Web accessibility in early October with 2 – 3 webinars following (WebAIM will provide the training); College teams comprised of disability services, webmasters and policy makers would be encouraged to attend the in-person training


· Report on Elections – Thanked Nominations Committee for their work. Michele Fish was the only nomination for Treasurer. No president-elect candidate was identified by nominations committee. Nominations were requested from the floor.
Michele Fish nominated Jen Wrage (Culinary Institute of America); no other nominations were made. Roger Purdy announced that with only one nomination for each office, the secretary would cast a single vote to elect each candidate (per NYSDSC constitution).


II. Passing of the Tiara – Roger “crowned” Bruce Pomeroy 2009-2010 President


III. Minutes from November 2008 meeting:

· Corrections: change SUNY to NYS in title; change Bisbury to Vizvary in I. Corrections; change Engelbright to Engelbride in II.b.
· Motion to accept as corrected: Davis Symonds; Second: Kathy Hoffman
IV. Treasurer’s report

a. Account has approximately $21,400 after conference expenses; almost $4K of total are Access Fees collected from conference registrations for the provision of disability accommodations, when needed
b. Currently 210 members; 209 total in 2008; 173 in 2007; 104 in 2006 – showing solid membership numbers; financial balance has increased in proportion to membership increase

c. Sector account balances based on $7.50 per member (as set by executive committee): SUNY $855; CUNY $150; Independent $465; Proprietary $30. 

d. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report: Carolyn Boone, Seconded: Donna Roger

V. Committee Reports

a. Legislative Affairs – Carolyn Boone
i. Working on new language for the Reader’s Aid Bill by mid-summer; proposed expansion in benefits from $1K - $5K
ii. Will bring to November Meeting

b. Professional Development – Kathy Hoffman

i. Recognized recent retiree Marianne Savino for her years of dedicated service to this organization

ii. Discussed need for development of less senior members – “emerging leaders” – those with 5-6 years or less in the field 

VI. Sector Reports

a. Independent – Roxie McCarty
i. Working with CICU (Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities) on new Reader’s Aid Bill; Will participate in NYSDSC Legislative Affairs committee’s efforts
b. SUNY – Jean Fairbairn

i. Also discussed Reader’s Aid Bill and working with other sectors

ii. Discussed SUNY Central role and qualifications for Caroline Forsberg’s replacement

c. CUNY – Merrill Parra
i. Will take minutes from November meeting to June 23 CUNY meeting to discuss.
ii. Possibility that conflicting June meeting that CUNY participates in will not be a conflict next year due to possible move in their dates
VII. Questions / Concerns / Proposals

a. Suggestion: that “job descriptions” be created so that potential candidates for office can better understand time commitment and expectations of each position
b. Proposal: that after a 2-year suspension, awards be recommenced in some form. Suggestion that a small group of reps from each sector come together to examine the awards that exist and determine future of awards. Khaki Wunderlich volunteered to participate in the Awards committee; Merrill Parra and Dave Symonds also volunteered. Still need an independent sector member.
c. Suggestion: that with the increased size of NYSDSC we should solicit sponsorship from vendors for conferences. We should also be proactive in providing representatives to other organizations across the state.
d. Suggestion: Noting that several members left before the business meeting started, the business meeting be moved to earlier in the agenda to encourage greater attendance.
e. Proposal: The treasurer would like help with budget planning and determining appropriate use of funds, such as grants toward meeting costs, regional workshops. An ad hoc Financial Planning Committee was created: Portia Altman, Donna Roger, Michele Fish, Merrill Parra will find someone from CUNY.
f. Suggestion: In the past, institutions used to pick up travel costs for executive committee members – with the economy that may not be as possible now. Suggest at least partly funding travel. Referred to the Financial Planning Committee.

g. Motion made by Kathy Hoffman to establish an emeritus membership category. Seconded by Carolyn Boone. Discussion resulted in decision to refer to last year’s ad hoc membership committee to determine specific wording to be put out for vote by the membership.

h. E-Text Updates: Roger Purdy is now a member of the AHEAD Instructional Materials Access Committee. Roger Purdy and Cyrus Hamilton have been appointed to the Instructional Material Advisory Council (formerly the Chapter 219 advisory committee). It is hoped a meeting of the Governor’s committee will occur in the Fall.
i. Conference committee: Randy Borst, Jeri O’Bryan, Portia Altman, Kelley Hermann, Kathy Hoffman, Betsy Briggs.

j. November planning committee: Roger Purdy, Bruce Pomeroy, Tamara Mariotti, Lynn Waldman, Heather Martin, Betsy Briggs, Merrill Perrill, Kathy Hoffman, Khaki Wunderlich, Michele Fish.
Meeting adjourned at 1:27 PM.
Submitted June 29, 2009 by Michele Fish on behalf of Sharon Trerise
